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mb viata 1e latest. The eee 
rho i the 


Cae seems to have evolved into a 
~ aleconofisanapieces ih no theme at all. 
Then again, it may be that what we read is our 
connection to each other a lot of the time, so, a 
newsletter that is about the books we read, just 
| may: be about Community. 

Since the lastissue, Maureen and I have driven | 
~ to Toronto and back (via USA), flown to Ottawa, 
and experienced Pride Week. That’salotofliving | 
in two months!! As we moved back and forth — 
across the country we collected lesbian books, 
newspapers, and magazines from 4 States, 2 
Provinces and several cities. If | read nothing but 
this “alternative press”, I'd think lesbians are an 
active, proud, out and accepted part of our society. 
We are everywhere, we do everything, and we 
havea lot of fun doing what we do. The underside 
of all this are the reports, in the lesbian and 
mainstream BES on the rise in violence within 


fe i cece ee 1 
oe ; task fe a lot of fun, | noe all 
| | whose ‘agenda’ weare fulfilling with this violence, 


group 7 


| interested please al 425-0511 and leave a : 
ge. happy to tell you about being | 


ie Te ee issue on ae 


ee Edi torial 


“the lesbian communes perceptions of failure 
-around the struggle for protection against 
~ discrimination (one step forward, two steps back), 
and the splitting of lesbian communities over 
_ censorship and who “fits” under that nonsensical 
term “sexual orientation”. | cannothelp wondering 


collective anxiety, and internal arguments. On 
“my good days | try to see it as a healthy growth 
EDEOCESS.. 

___ Listening to various groups of women react 
_ the recent election has been very interesting. 

| keep hearing things like, “it’s so depressing, se 
we have nothing to look forward to” and “we had 
so much hope for xxx”. It appears that we may 


| | have gotten caught up in looking to others (people 


outside our communities, funding agencies, 

| politicians) to do things for us. Liberation, equality 
| orsocial justice, whatever you want to Call it, isn’t 
| going to happen if the people affected do not go 
out and work for it themselves. Rather than be 

_ depressed or mourn about what might have been, 

_ we need to get angry and use that anger to re- 
_ group and start again. If we really believe that we, 
| as lesbians, in all of our diversity, are hated and 
| discriminated against in this Province; if we really 
believe that this is wrong, as wrong as 
discrimination against women and other 


| minorities, than let’s take the risks and speak out 


“repeatedly at work, in social settings and in the 
- media. If 400 of us can march down Whyte 
Avenue, all of us can work together to stop the 
_ nonsense and change the political will in our 
favor. Now, that is something to look forward to! 


Have a happy, loving summer! 


Sheryl 


WOMONSPACE NEWS is a Geter of of WOMONSPACE, an Spent ie iti in the 
Edmonton area. The opinions expressed in any issue of WOMONSPACE NEWS do not necessarily 
reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Editorial Collective. Articles or letters to the Editor may be 
sent to Newsletter/Womonspace, Basement, 9930 - 106 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1C7. All 
material submitted becomes the property of Womonspace, and the Editorial Committee reserves the 
right to edit for length and content. 

Graphics courtesy Women's Newsletters and local artists. 
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Loretta Love is on Holiday — 
She has also run out of "Letters" — 
Write her soon so she can come back in September. 


SPLINTERS FROM THE BOARD 


by Sandra N. 


SEE YOU IN SEPTEMBER 


There will be no dances in July and August... and... The 
Board meetings will not be happening this summer. 
Board mectings will resume on September 1 2th at 7:30. 
Not only do our hard-working dance volunteers and 
co-ordinators need a break, but also our tireless Board 
members are looking forward to the summer off to 
recharge themselves for the next year. 


A VERY BIG THANK YOU LIST 


September ’92 - June ’93, was a very successful season 
of dances for Womonspace and the board would like to 
thank the following people for their invaluable support. 
There is no rhyme or reason for the order of the thank 
you’s and if any deserving person was left out, let me 
know and I'll buy the deserving person a beer at the 
September Dance. 


WITHOUT YOU 
I’M NOTHING AWARD 


This special thank you goes to all the people who 
worked the dances as door people, bar staff, drink ticket 
sellers, set-up and clean-up. So often it was the same 
people over and over (like Sandy the bartender). Every 
dyke at the dances owes these people a big thank you. 


KITCHEN KUTIE AWARD 
A big thanks to Barb and her efforts to keep all the 
dance-goers well fed and happy, which is no easy task. 
Barb has been very dependable as the volunteer caterer 
for our dances and Womonspace owes her a great deal 
of appreciation. 


FUNKY DIVA’S AWARD 
Our dynamic, driving, DJ. duo, Ann and Petra, made 
all of ourdances musical successes. Thank you both for 
your expertise and professionalism. 
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BIGGEST LITTLE BLACK BOOK IN 
THE CITY AWARD 


Tina, the volunteer co-ordinator, has the phone numbers 
of more luscious lesbians than any other woman in the 
city. However, along with the list goes the rather 
thankless job of trying to organize workers for the 
dances. This is not always an easy job and Tina has 
been superb at it. Dank je wel, Tina! 


THE MOST ESSENTIAL COG 
IN THE WHEEL AWARD 


Athank you is not really enough credit to bestow on the 
fantastic dance co-ordinators of Womonspace. Every 
one in the community should know what a great job 
these women do. If you have had a good time at one of 
our dances it is because these women made every 
dance a smooth, efficiently run, special event. 
Sometimes things happen, the cooler breaks down, the 
pop dispenser won't work, or someone doesn’t show 
up for their shift. Our dance co-ordinators handle it all. 
Here’s to you ladies, thank you Debbie, Faye, Narda, 
and Glory. You are very special people. 


SOME GAVE ALL AWARD 


Back in September, Womonspace was in desperate 
need of volunteers to help with the dances. We put out 
the word about our need for help and some of the 
women who responded are now invaluable helpers. 
Thank you to Jan & Doris for picking up the liquor for 
nearly every dance. Our hall was decorated, thanks to 
Shelley, Joe, Joan, Anne, and to Gail for helping us 
remember how a tew extra touch’s and a little effort can 
make a difference. 

| suppose I’ve forpotten a few people and misspelled a 
few names and for that | apologize. Thanks to all the 
people who volunteered, whether for one shift at the 
door, or as a dance co-ordinator. You made the dance 
season, of Sept. ’92 to June ‘93 happen. Thank you all. 
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Summer ‘Reading 


by Lindy Pratch 


Here are a few suggestions if you're in the mood to 
read about women who love women. I've just finished 
Dorothy Allison’s gut-wrenching Bastard Out of 
Carolina, and it was great. The young girl abused by her 
stepfather in this story has a warm, lesbian aunt helping 
her out. Helen Eisenbach, another lesbian author, 
explores human sexuality in Loonglow. It’s told from 
the viewpoint of a straight man who falls in love with a 
woman who is not interested in men. Jana Williams 
writes about boot camp in Scuttlebutt. Although fictional, 
the experiences will likely ring true for many women 
who have been in the military. 

Novels about lesbians are often watered down 
when they’re made into movies. Why not read, or 
reread, the originals this summer? Alice Walker’s The 
Color Purple, Fannie Flagg’s Fried Green Tomatoes at 
the Whistle Stop Cafe, and Jane Rule’s Desert of the 
Heart are all excellent. The film version of Tom 


Robbins’ Even Cowgirls Get the Blues will be released 
in October. Oranges are Not the Only Fruit was well 


done on screen, but the book is even better. Get your 
hands on anything else by Jeanneatte Winterson while 
you're at it. 

If you’re a mystery buff, Everything You Have is 
Mine, by Sandra Scoppettone, will be a treat. The 
detective in this book is a mystery fan herself, and 
mentions her favorite female fictional sleuths throughout, 
like V.I. Warshawski and Kinsey Millhone. Fantasy 
readers will enjoy Jane Yolen’s Sister Light, Sister Dark. 
The sequel, White Jenna, is not as good. Do 
psychological thrillers appeal to you? You might like 
Mercy by David Lindsey. The dykes here are into S/M 
scenes and the serial murders are quite grisly, so be 
forewarned. If nothing else, it’s a book to spark 
discussion. Another author I'll mention with some 
trepidation is Armistead Maupin. His Tales of the City 
series are fast-paced and very funny. They’re set in San 
Francisco, a sort of wacky soap opera with both bent 
and straight characters. He is lamentably unsympathetic 
to his female players, but i think you should still give his 
stuff a try. 

Nights in the Underground: An Exploration of Love, 
by Marie-Claire Balis, is the first lesbian novel | found 
at the library, shortly after | moved to Edmonton in 
1979. The setting, awomen’s bar in Quebec, has stayed 
with me to this day. Last of all, a book for cat lovers The 
Fur Person, by May Sarton, is a gentle story of a cat's life 
with two women. 

So there you have plenty to choose from! Check out 
some good lesbian fiction at the Edmonton Public 
Library this summer. 
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GOOD NEWS? 
NEW BRUNSWICK EXTENDS 
GAY/LESBIAN SPOUSAL RIGHTS 


The new Brunswick government has expanded the 
definition of “common-law spouse” to include same- 
sex couples. This gives gays and lesbians who work for 
the province access to health and dental plans, life 
insurance, and pension benefits for their spouses. 

MLA Brent Taylor from the Confederation of Regions 
party (CoR) called this a “further invasion of what is 
appropriately considered a family unit. The government 
is officially sanctioning what is considered by many to 
be an unacceptable practice.” The changes conform to 
amendments to the provincial Human Rights Act passed 
by the legislature in May, 1992 barring discrimination 
on the basis of sexual orientation. CoR opposed those 
changes, saying they went against the moral code of the 
majority of New Brunswickers. The Liberal Party, 
which controls the legislature, has been making these 
changes. 

Provincial NDP leader Elizabeth Weir, who has 
campaigned strongly against sexual discrimination, 
said she can’t understand what the fuss is about. She 
stated that the protection of families in any form is a 
laudable goal. MLAs should have more important 
matters to debate in the legislature. “My advice to the 
official opposition is to haul themselves out of the mud 
and leave the dinosaur days behind.” 


...But 


And isn’t there always a “But”. Same-sex Spousal 
Benefit Plans may get shot down at the Revenue Canada 
level because these “plans” are not in accord with the 
Canada Income Tax Act. Those “Dinosaurs” are also 
having some problems with “spouse” and “family”. | 
guess we will be doing this Act-by-Act| wherever 
heterosexuality has been assumed. 
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Family Values 


Two Moms and Their Son 
by Phyllis Burke (Random House, $21) 


Family Values is a pleasantly understated way of 
titling Phyllis Burke’s struggle to be legally recognized 
as the second mother of Jesse, the biological son of 
her lover, Cheryl. This struggle is only the springboard 
for her struggle to come to terms with her own part 
in the rich history of the gay and lesbian movement 
as it struggles to find its place after Stonewall, the 
sexual revolution, Harvey Milk, and the first decade 
of AIDS ignorance. 

As it chronicles Jesse’s birth and the early years, 
the book also chronicles the early years of Queer 
Nation and the birth of the author as an “accidental 
radical,” as she calls herself. 

Burke’s story is ultimately as political as it is 
personal. That, she might tell readers, is precisely 
the point. It’s entertaining, enriching, exciting, and 
perhaps most important of all, enlightening. 


N ERA/MME OF MIND 
i ERA/VE OF MIND 
FRAME OF MIND 


Custom Art Framing 


465-0534 


6150 - 90 Ave., Ottewell Shopping Centre, Edmonton, Alta. T6B OP2 


Lesbian, Lesbian, Lesbian 


If you haven’t noticed it yet - run to the library and 
look for the June 13 issue of Newsweek. The cover 
story is “Lesbians”. It’s hard to decide which is best, 
the article or the picture on the Cover! 

If you are into Lesbian Theory, the Summer 1993 
issue of “Signs: A Journal of Women and Culture” 
(Vol. 18:4) is about us. 

Also... Latest issue of “Fuse” on Queer Theory 
and Winter and Spring ‘93 issues of “Fireweed” on 
Sex and Sexuality. 
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Woman To Womon 
Feminist and Lesbian B 0 oks 


mail-order book business 
serving Western Canada. 

#106, 12404 - 114 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5M 3M5 
Telephone: (403) 454-8031 


¢ All titles in our catalogue are here in stock ¢ 
e Mail Order for Lesbians & Feminists ¢ 
e Special Order for Hard to Find Titles « 
Write or call to be on our mailing list. 


All Naiad titles available with our special order form: 


OF NOTE... 

¢ Murder by Tradition (in paper) 

K. Forrest eal Bes 
¢ 10th Anniversary Edition of Curious Wine 

K. Forrest 12-95 
e Silent Heart - New from Claire McNabb — 12.95 
e Claire of the Moon - The Book PERS 
e Happy Endings: Naiad Authors Talk About 

Their Lives and Work 05 
e The Erotic Naiad - Short Stories By Your 

Favorite Naiad Authors 13.95 


All above can be ordered (prepaid + 10% post) by mail. 


The Oyke pails 


by D.M.S. 


Cee 


>. eo, Pros) 


T Ey yee ena ; 
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GAY GAMES IV 


N.Y. es pss N.Y. 


= Vv = 
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It’s time to get active! “Team Edmonton Gay 
and Lesbian Sports Association” is a new group 
established to support Gay and Lesbian sporting, 
cultural and leisure activities in Edmonton. 

Membership is growing quickly and we’re 
very excited about becoming one more outlet to 
raise awareness of the strength in our Community. 

Our mission isto enhance Edmonton’s Lesbian 
and Gay Community by facilitating participation 
in sporting, cultural, and leisure activities at the 
local, national and international levels. At present, 
Team Edmonton Gay and Lesbian Sports 
Association is putting alot of energy into organizing 
fundraisers and events for the upcoming year inan 
effort to raise money to send ateam from Edmonton 
and any supporters or cultural participants to the 
Gay Games. 

Gay Games IV will take place from June 17 to 
June 25,1994, andwill 
be a fantastic oppor- 
tunity to get involved 
in the largest amateur 
athletic and cultural 
event on earth next year. Gay Games IV is 
centered on the principal of inclusion. Everyone 
is welcoming - people of all ages, colors and 
sexual orientation. Athletes and artists with all 
degrees of skills are encouraged to take part, as 
winning atthe Games means doing one's personal 
best. 

In order to make this happen for Edmonton, we 
need your help. Team Edmonton Gay and Lesbian 
Sports Association is looking for athletes, artists 
and spectators... anybody interested in supporting 
the Games in any way. 
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If you or your group would like to be involved 
with Team Edmonton Gay and Lesbian Sports 
Association or be a part of Gay Games IV, please 
call us or come to our general meetings the last 
Sunday of every month. 

7:00 p.m., GLCCE, #104, 11745 Jasper Avenue 
more info: Gil 477-3304 


GAY GAMES 
Sports Final List 


Aerobics 

Ice Hockey 

Sport Climbing 

Badminton — In Line Skating Squash 
Basketball Judo Swimming 
Billiards Marathon Bowling 
Martial Arts Table Tennis — Tennis 
Cycling Physique Diving 
Track & Field Power Lifting — Triathlon 


Figure Skating 
Raquetball 
Volleyball 
Flag Football 
Soccer 
Water Polo 
Golf 
Wrestling 
Softball 
(slow pitch & 
women’s fast pitch) 
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C/O Queer Sizes Conference C/O 


... Sheryl Mcinnes 


Since | attended the QUEER SITES CONFERENCE in 
Toronto (and more on that in the next issue), | have been 
struggling with the concepts and “identities” that seem 
to be pushing their way under “sexual orientation”. At 
least two of these are bi-sexual and transgender. I'd like 
to think out-loud here, and welcome input from anyone 
who would care to help clarify my thinking. 

If we go back to the 1970's and the literature from 
lesbian/radical feminists, we get a general definition of 
lesbian as: a woman whose primary emotional, 
intellectual, physical/sexual desire is directed toward, 
or aligned with, another woman or women. For the 
sake of argument, let’s suppose that this is an accurate, 
if somewhat limited, definition of what a lesbian is. 

Now let’s broaden that definition out to the ways in 
which a woman might act out a personal identity 
around that desire. What does a lesbian look like, act 
like? This raises the issue of gender representation that 
can be pure performance (costume) or a deeply felt 
need to present oneself in a particular way. We can 
begin with “high femme” or the “lipstick lesbian”, who 
prefers to dress and present herself in a way that our 
society perceives to be ‘feminine’ and sex-appropriate. 
Then we have the “butch” who may costume in male (?) 
attire to confirm herself as not-fei::s:ine, or whose very 
being is only comfortable appearing in a way that our 
society sees as ‘masculine’. This woman is often 
labeled gender in-appropriate, passing, transgender 
etc. If either the very "feminine" or very "masculine" 
woman has relationships exclusively with women, they 
are lesbian by our definition, even if they choose NOT 
to use that label. And, | am not suggesting that they 
should use it. I’m only using it here as a short form for 
a very long definition. 

And then, there are those of us who do not have 
deep feelings about how we present ourselves, or the 
energy to worry about costuming, but rather base our 
appearance and behavior on what is comfortable. 
When | was about 11 years old | entered into open 
warfare with my mother over “the bra”. | did not then, 
nor do | now, see any sense to the thing. As | got older 
| was perceptive enough to see that my body looked 
ridiculous in anything defined at the waist, or that 
stopped at the knee or mid-calf. To this day, 39 years 
later, my mother still asks if I’m wearing a bra and what 
dress | will wear to any event. She’s convinced that 


“those feminists” did this to me... lesbian is not yet in her 
vocabulary. The point, that she misses, is that once free 
of the patriarchal rules about what a woman must look 
like, we are free to dress according to our bodies and 
our inner perceptions of ourselves. 

Now what about the transexual “woman”; that is, 
the male who feels he is a woman and uses hormonal 
therapy or surgery to change his body. If “she” has a 
primary commitment to exclusive relationships with 
women, is “she” a lesbian? What about the transexual 
“man”,a woman who uses hormones and breast surgery 
in order to pass as a man. If “he” has exclusive 
relationships with women, is “he” a lesbian? 

Even without taking into account the differences in 
our lesbian experience with race and ethnic identity, 
we are faced with a great deal of diversity within one 
definition. However, the one difference that | cannot 
get my mind to accept is serial or concurrent sexual 
activity with men... “lesbians who fuck boys” sounds 
like bi-sexual to me. Why the need to use the term 
lesbian at all? 

| have heard it said, “| may sleep with men 
occasionally, but my primary emotional tie isto women, 
so | am lesbian”. Is a heterosexual woman who is 
woman-identified in all but sexual activity, (if also only 
occasional) a lesbian too? | am not doubting bi- 
sexuality. There is no doubt that there are real personal 
agonies and life problems for bi-sexual women. But 
they cannotexpect lesbians to ‘fix it’ or provide services 
for them, any more than we should be expected to 
provide services for gay men. The politics are different. 
I’m not even sure that bi-sexual IS a sexual orientation; 
it may be more a lack of any sexual orientation. 

The word Queer, seems to encompass all so called 
sex-outlaws; transexuals, bisexuals, transvestites, gender 
transgressors, gays and lesbians etc. This not only 
diffuses the very identity | have fought for, beginning 
with that bra-war, it also makes lesbianism simply a 
matter of “who | sleep with or desire to sleep with”. | 
am thus reduced to my sexual practises. Haven’t 
lesbians been fighting against that for 20 years? Is it 
mere coincidence that “queer” appears on the scene 
just when lesbians are really beginning to speak with 
their own voice, find their own history, and accept 
themselves as neither sinful, sick nor criminal? Queer? 
Call me lesbian, or better yet, dyke! 
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PURPLE WOLF RECORDS 


JESSICA SCHOENBERG | 
and ; | 
LORELEI LOVERIDGE| °__ 


In Concert 


With Rob Falconer & Randy Reichert Ms Boi 
Enjoy a very special evening of Fresh, | _,. A 
provocative and soulful music with a vA 
wine and cheese reception to follow . ne %s 
ttt 3! 
ar 
All proceeds will go directly to y 
The Edmonton Sexual Assault Centre amo ace 
rane 
FRIDAY, JULY 16, 1993 — 7:30 p.m. Ue a, 
ewosrF FE 5 
Centennial Library Theatre mete 
7 Sir Winston Churchill Square ~ Yodl Mien 
en 
$10 Advance (Recommended) a be ee eee Ne eee cs Whos 
/ Y; WOR BOT “ect ha, 
$12 Door (If Available) loys Best 4! bs 
Tickets Available: Drawi i 
Southside Sound, Whyte Avenue Ng the line 
The Gramophone, Downtown lesbian sexual politics on the wall 
or call 
420-0113 June 3 - July 16, 1993 
A 10137 - 104 Street 
Mark Your Calendar! : Latitude Edmonton, Alberta 
Heather Bishop in Concert § 53 RUT hd 
October 24, 1993 Gallery eres 
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Womonspace, Sister Acts & the Edmonton Women's Music Collective 
join energies to sponsor a concert and dance for women 


featuring 


The Righteous Motheu 


A sassy and irrevent vocal group from the Seattle area. 


Specialists in intricate vocal harmony, these four women grab hearts and funny bones with songs about 
ice cream, domestic violence, childbirth, big thighs, fighting back and mothering. 

The Righteous Mothers have been performing together since 1981. They have 3 albums to their credit, 
including a recent release entitled ... All The Rage ... and None of the Calories. 


SATURDAY, JULY 31 


Concert at 9 pm, Dancing until 1 am 
Riverdale Community Hall, 9231 - 100 Avenue 


Tickets available in advance, at upcoming Womonspace and Edmonton Women's Music Collective events. 
Tickets will also be available at the door. Regular tickets $12.00. A limited number of low income tickets at $6.00 will be sold. 
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JUICY BITS 


A light hearted look at lesbian novels and their love scenes 
by Beryl Pears — Distributed for reprint by Naiad Press 


“| was suddenly frantic for her, grazing my lips over 
the length of her, tracing my fingertips lightly down her 
legs to raise goosebumps, tangling my hands in her hair 
and licking circles around her ears and nipples...” 

Ah, at last, Joyce and Zena Beth hit the sack. It’s 
chapter Five and author Diane Salvatore, like so many 
lesbian authors before her, has reached the moment we 
readers have been waiting for. Quit the teasing, cut the 
foreplay, just DO IT! 

Buthow? Should every detail be spelt out, or should 
the reader use her imagination? Will the author rely on 
familiar terms or try to find new ways of describing 
things? Willwe cringe or will we flush with excitement? 
Will we still respect the characters in the morning? 

Writing love scenes in a lesbian novel is as difficult 
as choosing the music for a lesbian dance. It’s a miracle 
if you please everyone, and no one ever appreciates the 
problems you face. 

Take, for example, the Personal Pronoun Problem, 
as in “Her hands moved slowly up her back while her 
fingers explored deep inside her throbbing centre of 
desire...” That’s what | call the Four Handed 
Lesbian in Yoga Position syndrome. Bewild- 
ered, we stop to ask - whose hands? 
where? How did... But that’s not phys- 
ically possible! And the magic of the 
moment is lost. Using the women's 
names is one well-tried solution, but | 
that can become very irritating too: 
“Narida’s hands moved slowly up 
Angela’s back as Angela’s fingers 
explored deep inside Narida’s 
throbbing... etc. etc.” Somehow it 
sounds like they’re following an in- 
struction manual rather than making 
passionate love. 

Writers of lesbian novels (rather than 
short stories) face another major problem. 
We readers become fond of their characters, sometimes 
following them from novel to novel with great affection 
we normally reserve for old friends. Stoner McTavish, 
Kate Delafield, Carol Ashton... We know how they 
have their coffee, how they handle stress, what hurts 
them - and how they make love. We have certain 


expectations of them. We care. We are fussier about 
who they sleep with and why, and even about what 
they do when they get there. 

So when we reach the first love scene in a lesbian 
novel (usually about chapter five or six) we are getting 
keen - and a little bit anxious. Will it be good, not just 
for them but also for us? 

In my reading of lesbian novels and short stories, | 
have encountered many attempts at The Love Scene, 
from abysmal to arousing. In general, they fall into four 
categories which, for fun, I’ve classified as you might do 
for a sub species of plants: Erotica dottica, Erotica 
botanica, Erotica naiad pressica, and Erotica explicita. 

Let me explain... 


Erotica Dottica 
This species originates from the days when sex was 
not actually described at all, and the advent of anything 
other than passionate friendship or a romantic kiss was 
hinted at by the means of a coy “...” at the end of the 
sentence, or a *** in the middle of a page. In that blank 
space, the imaginations of lesbians could go 
_ wild if they pleased. Today, this type of love 
scene (or lack of it) is regarded as acop out, 
or a denial of our sexuality, or self cen- 
sorship. Instead, the lead up to the dot- 
dot-dot has become longer, allowing 
the women to get somewhere (usu- 
ally below the belt but not right in) 
before they have to close the curtains 
on their lovemaking. This is the “less 
is more” theory of lesbian love scenes. 
Of course, some authors can’t do 
Frotica dotticavery well at all. “Frances 
leaned over and kisses Caroline on the 
mouth,” for example, is not the sort of 
sentence that should lead to a dot-dot-dot. 
This is selling the reader short. At the very least, 
Frances should continue kissing Caroline’s longing 
nipples, trembling stomach and be decisively making 
her way further down to the aching warm wetness 
before any dots intrude. ; 
continued page 11 
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Erotica botanica (raris) 

As a friend of mine says: “No petals, please!” 
Erotica botanica is the lesbian love scene where we are 
reminded constantly of our connection with the natural 
world and therefore the naturalness of our sexuality. 
Great in theory, but often overstated in prac-tice: “Karen 
parted the dewy petals and sought out the rose bud 
within. Her fingers traced the ferny undergrowth to the 
wet cave of Bertha’s desire...” is the sort of cosmic bush 
walk we usually get. All too often, the sensuality of 
nature is stuck on to lesbian bodies with the subtlety of 
metallic cones on to Madonna! 

Erotica botanica is harder to find these days, as 
Erotica naiad pressica and Erotica explicitabecome more 
popular. Nowadays, we can name the rose, and most 
authors, running out of fresh fruit, flora and fauna, have 
gratefully moved on to less limiting and more direct 
imagery. The moist velvet flowers of lesbiana are less 
likely to be found pressed between the covers of our 
favourite novels. 


Erotica Naiad Pressica 

These love scenes are the most common variety in 
lesbian light novels. They sneak into whodunits, 
historical romances, mysteries, love stories and detective 
yarns. 

This is now, however, gratuitous sex. The characters 
are always on their way to a perfect orgasm (or two), but 
they stay in character while they come. 

Erotica naiad pressica uses a join-the-dots description 
of sex to enable the author to describe every detail 
without actually using the Rude Words. This species of 
“soft core” love scenes usually indulges in one or two 
pages of stroking tongues, softdamp thighs, wet longing, 
eagerly sucked nipples, “feasting,” arching bodies, and 
cries of passion before climaxing in a paragraph of 
orgasmic ecstasy. Watch out for Chapters 5 and 10. 

Isn’t this Erotica explicita? No way! The effect 
aimed for is sensuous rather than straight up sexy. 
There’s a lot of bare skin, but no clitorises. Lots of 
orgasms (or rather, shuddering releases) but no dildos or 
vibrators. In Erotica naiad pressica you can slide urgent 
fingers into the exploding wetness, but you can’t thrust 
hands up cunts. It’s just not Nice! 


Erotica Explicita 
Who cares about plot and character development? 
Let’s fuck, baby! 


Like all styles of love scenes, explicit sex can be 
written well or written appallingly. One book I’ve read 
lately (Province Town) had enough “throbbing wet 
holes” to make a geothermal wonderland, and enough 
“dripping hot pussies” to fill a cattery! 

At least Erotica explicita gets around all those 
problems about what to call It. “Her clit was enflamed; 
her cunt was throbbing,” Jewelle Gomez tells us in 
White Flowers (Serious Pleasure). Get the picture? In 
Erotica explicita you're allowed to say ass, fuck, fist, 
crack, slit and clit. In fact, you should say them a lot. 
Everything is slippery or dripping, never silky. Hard is 
a great Erotica explicita word. You're allowed to be 
Politically Incorrect, too. That’s almost an essential part 
of the genre. 

You'll find most Erotica explicita in short stories or 
in novels that might as well be a series of short stories 
- the plot is merely a rickety bridge to the next throbbing 
hole in which the reader can wallow. Great: ading for 
a wet weekend! 

So, after that tour of lesbian “love scenes,” which 
ones do | think work the best? The ones you remember. 
The ones you read again (and again) and they still work. 
Whatever the style, the words, the positions. 


CANADA SENATE PASSES BILL 
SUPPORTING GAY EQUALITY 


June 4, 1993 Edmonton Journal 


A bill banning discrimination against gays and 
lesbians was passed by the Senate on Thursday. 

But the legislation still needs to be approved in 
the Commons to become law. That’s not 
considered likely, since Parliament is due to recess 
for the summer later this month, and the Tories 
have, in the past, shown a reluctance to deal with 
the subject. 

Bill S-15 was introduced in the upper house by 
Conservative Senator Noel Kinsella, in an effort to 
prod his party into taking action on the issue. 

As well as amending the Canadian Human 
Rights Act to ban discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation, Kinsella’s legislation would 
also entitle gay couples to job and pension benefits, 
tax breaks and other rights enjoyed by heterosexual 
couples. 
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NO JUDGEMENT PLEASE! 


by Janet E. Campbell 


This is the first in a three-part series addressing 
AIDS and its effects on our lesbian lives. This article 
will define AIDS and HIV, introduce many of the 
possible physical effects and ways of infection, and 
attempt to dispel some of the myths about lesbians 
and HIV. 

AIDS stands for Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome. This “syndrome” is the gradual breaking 
down of the immune system leaving a person 
defenceless against deadly infections. HIV stands 
for the Human Immuno-deficiency Virus and it is 
believed to be the virus which causes AIDS. To be 
tested for HIV, you must go to your doctor or to the 
Sexually Transmitted Disease Clinic. There, the 
possibility of infection will be discussed and then, if 
necessary, your blood will be tested forthe antibodies 
that are formed in the body’s reaction to HIV. Atleast 
three months are required after exposure to the virus 
for antibodies to be detected in blood. You often do 
not realize that you need to be tested until you start 
to have symptoms, which may begin as late as two 
years after infection. 

Traditionally, the symptoms suffered by men 
with HIV include night sweats, persistent diarrhea, 
thrush, swollen lymph nodes, nausea and vomiting, 
and chronic fatigue. Men with AIDS typically 
succumb to pneumonia or Kaposi's sarcoma (cancer). 
In contrast, women with HIV may experience severe 
menstrual irregularities, pelvic infections and 
abnormal pap smears. Once women with HIV 
develop AIDS, they can die from illnesses such as 
cervical cancer, pulmonary tuberculosis and 
septacemia (blood poisoning). 

How do lesbians become infected? We are 
infected in the same ways as all women. We can be 
infected through unprotected vaginal or anal! 
intercourse with men. Some lesbians do have or 
have had unprotected sex with men, which puts 
present or future lesbian partners at risk. Only one 
act of unprotected intercourse with a man in the last 
ten years Could put you at risk of infection with HIV. 
Also, we can become infected with HIV by sharing 
needles during intravenous drug use. Yes, some of 
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us do use IV drugs and this has been one of the major 
ways that lesbians have become infected with HIV. 
Some of us have been infected by semen received 
through artificial insemination. As well, lesbians 
may contract HIV through oral-genital sex with an 
infected partner. There are cases of women being 
infected with HIV through oral sex with infected 
women. Although this mode of transmission is still 
being investigated, itis considered risky. Sharing sex 
toys that are not covered with condoms is not 
considered a safe sex practice either, as it can spread 
a wide variety of sexually transmitted diseases. Other 
lesbians have become HIV-positive after receiving 
infected blood products. 

Are you surprised to see some of the ways that 
you could become infected? 

Very little statistical information exists regarding 
lesbians and HIV. Because cases of HIV infection 
are documented according to mode of infection 
rather than sexual orientation, lesbians are hidden in 
the numbers. Lesbians are buried even further in the 
statistics because the Centre for Disease Control 
inaccurately defines a lesbian as a woman who has 
never had sexual contact with a man. 

We must protect ourselves because our lesbian 
partners may not realize that they have been exposed 
to HIV or they may not tell the truth about their past. 
Next month we will look at how to have exciting, 
safer sex. 
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AROUND THE WORLD 


INDIAN LESBIANS COME OUT 


Sakhi is a new support network for lesbians in 
India. Based on New Delhi, they have, to date, set 
up letter writing networks, a resource centre and 
a guest room for travelling lesbians. 

Although being gay or lesbian is still a crime in 
India, it is not known how rigorously the law is 
enforced or how this might affect the group’s 
status. Last year, Sakhi protested homophobia at 
an “official” AIDS congress, along with other 
Asian lesbians and gay men. Their handout was 
widely published in the press and they also had an 
interview on television. 

Sakhi operates with 
limited funds, so any help 
would be appre-ciated. 
For more infor-mation or 
to send donations, write: 
Sakhi, PO Box 7032, 
Srinivaspuri, New Delhi 
110065, India. 


LESBIAN MOTHERS SCARE 
IDAHOANS 


MERIDIAN, IDAHO — Three teachers here invited 
a number of lesbian mothers to speak to their 
classes about parenting, all as part of a unit on 
children and parenting. This didn’t sit well with 
the unenlightened school administration, who 
suspended the teachers just hours after the speakers 
made their presentations. Letters of reprimand 
were placed in the teachers’ personnel files, and 
they were ordered to make public apologies to 
students and parents. The next day, 500 students 
staged a lunchtime protest against the 
administration action, and within two weeks the 
school board reversed the decision. 


... Courtesy of Off Our Backs 


On February 2, 1993 history was made when the 
first conference of homosexuals and lesbians was 
held in the Knesset, Israel’s parliament. Recently 
the law forbidding homosexual relations was 
rescinded and legislation put in place to prohibit 
discrimination in places of work, based on sexual 
preference. 


CAN STATS CAN COUNT LESBIANS? 


3 Sous 


Vancouver — From Kinesis 


The December 9th Coalition, a coalition of lesbian 
and gay organizations held two community 
meetings to share information about the census, 
debate whether lesbians and gays should participate 
inthe 1996 Census by Statistics Canada, and discuss 
reactions to a March 19 meeting between the 
Coalition and StatsCan representative, Pam White. 

At that meeting called by StatsCan, Coalition 
members who attended expected to be consulted on 
ways to include lesbians and gays in the 1996 
census. Instead, they were told Statistics Canada had 
already designed, tested, and rejected many possible 
questions, and that there had already been a 
consultation. White told the Coalition that changes 
to the 1996 census are unlikely since questions 
already tested by Statistics Canada show that 
Canadians cannot agree on a label for lesbian and 
gay couples, that is, “spouse,” “partners,” or “in 
same-sex relationships?” Statistics Canada rejects 
unclear questions, or questions that they believe 
Canadians would refuse to answer. 

There is already debate within lesbian and gay 
communities. Some do not want to complete a 
census that excludes them. Others argue that many 
closeted lesbians and gays won't identify themselves 
even on a anonymous census, so the government's 
count would be inaccurate. 


JULY/AUGUST 1993 WOMONSPACE NEWSLETTER PAGE 13 


COMING OUT 


It’s a trend... First k.d. lang, now Melissa 
tiheridpe and Emily Saliers of the Indigo 
Girls... Next...2 


CLASSIFIEDS. 


WOMYN 
CO-OP 
HOUSING 
PROJECT 


Lesbians interested in forming a local Co-op 
or looking to invest in real estate shares for a 
Womyn's Co-op Housing Project, contact 
Jean at 454-8068 


HOUSING 
PROJECT 


House to share in Highlands, non-smoker. 
Call Elizabeth at 479-4876. 


2 bedrooms, non-smokers, student preferred 
in quiet Londonderry home. $300.00 plus 
utilities. Call Katie at 473-9108. 


UNDERGROUND 


10345 - 104 ST. EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
(403) 426-3150 
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ILGA GETS UN STATUS 


NEW YORK - Inan unprecedented move, a lesbian 
and gay human rights group - the International Lesbian 
and Gay Association (ILGA) - has been granted roster 
consultative status as a Non-governmental Organization 
(NGO) by the United Nations Economic and Social 
Council (EcoSoc). 

Roster consultative status allows ILGA to submit 
papers to the UN on issues concerning the worldwide 
lesbian and gay community. The organization initially 
applied for consultative status two years ago but failed. 
The difference this time, according to ILGA co-chair 
Rina Malonzo, was personal lobbying of members 
states. — Advocate 


GENES! 


... Courtesy of Deneuve 

Does lesbianism run in families? Well, yes, says a 
study. Researchers found that 48 percent of identical 
twin sisters of lesbians are also gay, compared with 16 
percentof non-identical twins and six percentof adoptive 
sisters. The conclusion being drawn is that lesbianism 
occurs in part due to genetic factors. The male 
psychologist who did the study speculates that “the 
same genes that cause masculinizing of the heterosexual 
male also acts to cause masculinizing of the female.” 
No word yet on what exactly causes heterosexuality. 
We can only pray they find a cure before it’s too late. 


Ed. Note: Why is it that we can’t just be females 
attracted to females - | do get tired of being told that if 
I don’t “do it” with men, I’m masculinized. | can’t even 
find the logic in this - can you? 


Since you asked... 


What did Maureen and Sheryl wear to the Canada 
Volunteer Award Ceremony in Ottawa? Well, both 
were Femmy-Butch! Maureen looked stunning ina 
white and navy pant-suit and Sheryl looked like 
herself in black. Yes, we were the only women there 
not in summer High-Femme, and yes! It did get us 
some funny looks... or maybe it was the pink triangles 
and labrys? 


WOMONSPACE NEWSLETTER  JULY/AUGUST 1993 


ae a Dec. 1990 eatery News 


Finally... our shipment of dental dams has | * Pereiine wera Fa ke eters 4 
arrived at the Network. For this lesbian they | ee (A Lesbian Monthly out of Toronto). The 
were long awaited. | think | was the most ibricant WET shows no trace of Nonoxynol-9 (N- 
excited women in Edmonton! Just so you all | 9, although it is listed on the label. N-9 has been 


know, they come in three colours: purple, blue, 1own to help prevent transmission of HIV. 


and pink. They smell like bubble gum and are | es Hie Gren ee 
, a med) : ve i 


1 ply latex squares. Sounds great eh! 
We have been using them now for about 3 | ee 
weeks and here are some of the uses we have : 


Bop UP with for dental dams: z | | saat Laconia tatae as of standard 


¢ Cleaning shoes, dish rags, throw rugs, hats, — | medical gloves fail the same type of test that 


decorating peo ee a) wrapping presents, — | eer must pee oo from ie article. noted 


coasters, eye patch, bib for the cat, passing _ 


out to your friends, and to irritate your sex | te d | 
Blea | | ’ : teen Bs Sake GRE Outrights 
ee | Conference in Vancouver warned that dental dams 
Here are some things dental dams are not | are not an effective barrier for HIV transmission. 
good for: te 


¢ Surfing, baseball, paper airplanes, blowing 
your nose, and oral sex for Lesbians. 


Bottom line, | am trying to find a way thatthe _ 
dams can be used. If you wet them first they | 
slide, Be bis iesiians opinion, tedars a 13 | 
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Womonspace Activities 


All Womonspace activities are open to members and non-members. Activities are free 
unless otherwise noted. All women are welcome. The Womyn's Building is located in 
the basement of 9930 - 106 Street. 


Monthly Board Meeting: 
No meeting in July / August 


Womonspace Dances: 

No dances in July/August 

Bonnie Doon Hall (9240 - 93 Street) 

Next Dance: September 18, 1993 
8:00 pm - 1:00 am 


Lesbian Drop-In: , 
Hostesses needed. Interested? 
Leave name & phone # on 425-0511 


Admission: Members $5.00 
Non-members $8.00 


Newsletter Meeting: 
Call 425-0511 for date in August 


Membership card required. 


WOMONSPACE NEWS 


Basement, 9930 - 106 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1C7 
Phone: 425-0511 
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WOMONSPACE 1993 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
i Basement, 9930 - 106 Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1C7 e Phone: 425-0511 j 
(Confidentiality Assured) 

4 l 
| NAME: DATE: ! 
ADDRESS: \ CIN: 
I PROV: POSTAL: PHONE: i 
! Membership Fee: $15.00 Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace (Low income available) i 
New Member + Renewal | I would like to bea volunteer [J Yes LJ No 
J would like my newsletter: | 
1 [Mailed tomy home [J Pickupatdances/events Total Enclosed $ 
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